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Dear Siſter, 
" Hat ft-oke which the wife God lately gave to © 

Family, did, and yet doth, as 1 doubt not, ſma” <- 

on your back, and pain you at the very heart, The 

wreſting of a loving Hitsband out of the boſom of azs 
affectionate Wife, is not much unlike tearing the fleſh from the 
bones. Where indeed there is unſuitabitneſs and diſcontent, a 
galling yoke between perſons fo nearly related, Cohabitation is 
more uneaſy thin Diſſolution. They are not like to grizve much 
for parting, who were a mutual vexation and torment. But [ 
am perſuaded there was between you Conjugal! Love, Rindnſs 
and Delight, and walking together as Fteirs of the grace of 
life; whereupon ſeparation by Death, cannot but be a ſore 


Affliction to you who are left behind. Tet, a refledtion upon ſuch 


a life, and the bleſſed conſequences of that Death which was the 
period of it, may very well prove a ſovereign Coraial to yor, 
carrying along with it ftrength and ſweetneſs, ſupport and com- 
fort, God hath been graciouſly pleas'd to carry him through 
thoſe difficulties which he did encounter in his way, and to employ 
him in that honourable work of the Miniſtry which he low'd and 
faithfully did, notwithſtanding there were many Adverſaries,and 
but very ſmall encouragement he received from the hands of 
men, who will give more to their Houſhold:-ſervant, than to an 
Embaſſador of Chriſt ;. and he continued him in the world, and 
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in his work, to a good old :ge. When at Laſt he had finiſhed his 
day and his work together, he entered into peace and reft. And 
row while he rejoiceth in Fruition, d> you reqoice in Hope, 
Long it will not be, ere he that ſhall come, will come, and carry 
#5 away too to our eternal home ;, therefore inſtead of an imp» 
tent monrning over our dead Relations and. Friends, it is our 

24: wiſdom and intereſt to prepare our ſelves for Death, that 
we may be found in a fitneſs for a better life, 1 a meetneſs for 
the inheritance of the Saints in ight. Hearing it was ny 
dear Brother's deſire upon his Death-b:d, that I would preach 
the Funeral Sermon, 1 aid moſt readily apply to the work ; 
and your ſelf afterward deſiring that what had been preached 
might be printed, T complied therein alſo, notwithſtanding mul- 
ztitude of buſineſs lying upon my hands ; here you have it in the 
following ſheets. The good Lord accompany it with his Spirit 
and bleſſing upon you and others that heard, or ſhall read it, 
and thereby my deſire ard deſign will be accompliſhed. Tour ſelf 
T commend to the good will of him that dwelt in the Buſh. 
May the Ever-living and Ever bleſſed God be your Huband, 
Comforter and Portion. 


DEAR SISTER; 


Novemb. 8: . 
1695, _ 1 Az JOUYS 22 the beſt Bypa's 


Sa. SLATER. 


JOHN XVI. 13. 
And now come I to thee, 


N the thirteenth Chapter of this Holy Goſpel we find our 

Lord Jefus (in whoſe heart it was to fulfil all righteouſnels) 

had cclebrated the Paſſover with his Diſciples 3 at which 7z- 

4x having received the Sop, went out immediately, leaving 

Chrilt and them behind him, . but carrying the Devil in him. 

It was Night, and therefore, as ke thought, a tit ſeaſon for 

that Work of Darkneſs, the betraying of his Lord and Maſter into 

the hands of his Enemies, . who thirfied for his Blood. T he Traitor 

bcing, thus of his own accord withdrawn and gone, and cur Savi- 

ovr having none abcut him, but thoſe whom he knew to be his 

faithful and faſt Friends, preached unto them this his laſt, moſt 

fwect and excellent Sermon , wherein his Lips dropt as an Honey- 

combz beginning it at the Fourteenth Chapter, and continuing ir 
to the end of the Sixteenth. ; 

Therein he unboloms himſelf to them, ard ſpeaks his very hcarc 
in the Language of Love, affording to them precious and ſtrong Cor- 
dials for the bearing up of their hearts under his own departure 
trom them (which he wcll- knew would be ſorely afli&ive to their 
Spirits) and alſo under thoſe many and great Tribulations they would, 
during his abſence, mect with in the World, being ſent as a little 
Flock of Sheep among a company ot ravenous Wolves, that would 
be ſet for flzecing and devouring them, 

The Sermon being ended , which he delivered , that in him they 
mizht have Peace, knowing they had to do with a conquer'd Ene- 
my, the World being overcome by him ; we have him in this Chap- 
tcr putting up a Praycr to his Father, wherein he fir!t asked ſome- 
thing for himſelf, ver. 9. That bis Father would glorify Eim with his 
ow.1 ſelf, with that glory which be had with him before the world war. 


He dctires the maniteltation of that Glory which he had before the 
B World 
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"World was, ard his having it before the World was, ſpeaks his 


Subfilierce or Being before the World was, and by conſcquence 
his keing frem Eternity, and therefore (30d. He alfo prayed for 
his People, both thoſe that did at that time believe in him, and 
Ii ewile thoſe that ſhould afterwards belicve in him through their 
Word. The things he asked for them, were 1. That they might 
ke {fanGiiiied through the Truth 3 and while in the World, kept from 
the Evil. 2. That they might be unitcd and made One, yea, per- 
tc} in Owe. And 3. That at laſt they wight all be with him where 
Þe is, and behold his Glory, taken up to the beatitical Viſion, vo a 
conitant and clole Communion, to a full and perfect Fruition of 
him. And the reaſon of theſe his Dctires, is, becauſe he himfclf 
was to be no longer with them in the World by his bodily Preſence, 
verſe 11. Now I am no more in the world, but theſe are in the world, and 
T come to thee. The Woik that he came into the World for, was at 
rat time almolſi finiſhed 5 and the Work which he had: to do cIſe- 
where, viz. in Heaven, called him away. T am, faith he, no more 
in the world, The World and I cannot agree, It is a vain, empty, 
finful, wicked, and a malicious Worid, it refuſeth to be men1cd, and 
it carcs not to be ſaved, End I have been long enoughin it; fince we 
cannot agree, we will part. It is weary of me, and 1 am as weary cf 
it, yea and more weary too: I never taficd of its Pleaſures, and | 
care not for its Profits ; that Work which my Father gave me todo, 
being done, I will be gone. 

T come to thee; with whom it is beſt being, for in thy Preſence 
there is fulneſs of Joy, and at thy Right-hand Pleaſures for ever- 
more. To thee, with whom I was from everlaſting, rejoycing al- 
ways before thee, and being daily thy delight, having a mutual Dc- 
light and compleat SatisfaQtion cach in other, To thee, with whom 
| defire and long to be. Father, I comes as ſoon as ever I have 
drunk off that Cup which thou haſt given me to drink of, I come; 
and how am [I liraitned till that be accompliſhed , and glad I am at 
my very heart, that thereupon come to thee. New I come, it will 
be but a little while firſt, and the ſooner the better, I am willing to 


leave all for thee, to leave the World for thee, yea, to leave my dear © 


Diſciples for thee, tho they be my Friends, the Men of my Choice, the 
Purchaſe of ray Blood.the Membcrs of my Myſtical Body,yet dol freely 
leave them for thee; Only, Father, I contider where I leave thein, in a 
World that hates me, and will be ſure to hate them for my ſake 3 and 

therefore 
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therefore while 1 leave them ſor thec, 1 would. leave th:m with 
thee. I pat them into thy hand, let that uphold and defend them 
I ſhelter them under thy Wing , let that ſecure and comfort their; 
} have kept them while I was with them 3 when I fhall be gone, 
do thou undertake and be Surety for them for good , that they 
niy be fafe in the midit of Enemies, and fiedfalt in th: 
midſ; of Temptations and Afſſaults; yea, and chearful tc; 
in the midii of Sufferings and Troubles, having my Joy tul- 
tilled in themſelves. And now come I toy thee, The Doctrine whict: 
from hence 1 ſhall obſerve and ſpeak to in the following Diſcourſe, 


is this, 


DoR. 4n Holy Soul is, and very well ray be willing, yea, heartily 
' glad to leave the world; becauſe when it doth ſo, it will go to God, | 
look upon the words of the Text, as the Words of one rcjoycing z 
the Language of one whoſe heart did even leap within him ; of one 
whoſe Soul was upon the wing of holy Defires, longing to be at 
its kome, Now come I to thee, and when | once am with thee, l[ 
{hall be where 1 would be, and with whom;,l would be; in the bet 
place, and with the bett Company ; what ſuits me moit, and there- 
tore mutt needs pleaſe me belt. Now I come to thee, whom I like 
abve all , being infinite in all Perfe&tions , and-whom therefore | 
love and prefer before all, Now I come to thee, who art mine Eter- 
nal Father, and wilt be my Eternal SatisfaQtion. Our Saviour had 
before told his Diſciples in John 14. 28. That if they loved him, they 
would rejoice becauſe be ſaid, I go to my Father 3, b=cauſe that his depar- 
fure would be glorious to himſelf, and advantagious to them ; but 
whcther they through want of a judicious Love would rejoyce in 
it or no, he himſelf would perfealy, underſtanding how things 
were and would be. Mw come 1 to thee, Once I came from thee 
to do thy will, and that was pleaſing to me ; I delight to do 
thy Will, O my God, thy Law is within my heart. Now I come 
t2 thee to enjoy thy Preſence, and that will be to me incomparably, 
inexpreſſibly fweet. Thus it was with our deareſt Lord and Sa- 
viour, this was the frame, theſe the aRings of his Spirit z and thus 
lizewiſe it ought to be with all his Pcople , who were predeſti- 
nated to be conformed to his Image, and who ought to have the 
ſame mind in them that was in him, for he ated and fuffer'd , he 


liv'd and died, leaving us an Example that we ſhould tread in his 
C StepS. 
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A Funeral Sermon, 


Steps, In th? Doctrine which I have laid down, there are three 
things, which we ought to take notice of, 
; e '# 

Firſt, That Gracious and Hily Souls muſt leave this World, The 
World to come will be their Eternal Habitation, but in this pre- 
ſcnt evil World they will have but a ſhort liay. Thoſe that have 
the largeit (hare of its good things, thoſe that are molt uſe{ul in 
it, and live to the beti purpoſe, ſerving their Generations c- 
cording to the Will of God, muſt leave it. Their loving F4- 
ther never intended this for the place for their contiant Relidence, 
nor the Comforts and Enjoyments here for their Portion. The 
higheſt Heaven is his Throne, the Habitation of his Holincſs and 
Glory ; and he was always 1c{olved to: have his Children about 
him there. This World is but your School to learn in during 
your Minority 3 your Houſe to work in till you -have tiniſhed what 
was given you to do; your Tyring-room to dreſs--in , that you 
may be ready for the Marriage of the Lamb a Stage to aG& your 
Part upon, fce that you fo quit your ſelves as to be at laſt found to 
Praiſe and Honour 3 but it is not to be your reſt, becauſe it is poli 
ted. God hath too much of the hcart of a Father, and loves his 
Childrcn too well to keep them always in a Vale of Tears, whcre 
they ſhall be frequently Suffering and Sighing , Complaining and 
Groaning ; always in a Wilderneſs that is over-run with Briars 
and Thorns, and an innumerable company of Beaſts of Prey ; the 
wicked of the World are their ir:cconcilable Enemies, and impla- 
cably hate them, therefore they ſhall not always have thcm to 
wreak their Malice and Rage upon. They will for ever cnv; and 
gnaſh th.ir Teeth at them, becauſe of their happine(s in Heaven, 
but they ſhall not for ever exerciſe their Patience, and difiurh their 
Pcace upon Earth. Often Q Saints! repeat in your thoughts, that 
this World is but the Houle of your Pilgrimage, therefore lct not 
any of you love it too well ; but while you live in it, be you weaned 
from it ; remembring there is a better place preparcd and taken up 
for you, whither the forerunner, even Jeſus, is centred , an houſe 
not -made wit hands , eternal in the h:avens , whoſe builder and maker i 
G1d. | 

Secondly, Whenſuever Gracious and Holy Perſons leave this Iurld, 
they go to God. The decayed and crazy Body doth no ſooner cealc 
to be any longer: capable of houting fo noble and excellent a 

Gueſt 
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Gucſt as the Soul, and the Soul doth no ſooner diſlodge and leave 
that once- beloved Structure, but that it doth immediately take its 
flight, and mount up wit a {witt and ſpeedy Motion, and a dircet 
eendency ( without the Ieaft and ſhortcſt Digrcfſion) :© its pieat 
Creator , even to him who alone is the Father of Spiri;s, It cares 
not for any further Converſe with. things below, bij» intirely ſet 
for Communion with him, by and for whom it was made, and 


_ on this fide of whom, it is, and. cannot but be, relileſs and unquict. 


Gep. 5..24- Enoc!: walked with God and he was not, for God took bim, 
i. e, he to: k him home; he took him to himfclf, into the preſence 


| of his Glery. into the boſom of his Love. And thus it hath been, 


is, and wi'l be with all thoſe who walk as Envch did, who tread in 
the ſame Steps, and keep up the fame Conmunion 3 tho indeed 


they do not- all- go the ſ:me Way, yet they-go to the ſame Place, 


and to the- ſame God. Encch was trarflated that be might not ſee 
d-ath, Hebr. 11. 5. He was preſently carried up to Heaven, having, 
his Soul puritied , and his Body freed frfm Corruption. He was 


ſoon cloathed with a glorified Body ; as for other holy Ones, tho 


they ſee Death, yet they are tranſlated tgp, carricd from Erith to 
Heaven, from Creatures to God. The Body mutt defcend into the 
Grave, and there lye putrifying , corrupiing , crumbling, until i: 
return to Duſt as it once. was, but the Spirit retuzns to God thar 
gave it. I detire you all frequently to call this to mind. ard conli- 
der. it with the greateli ſeriouſnels, and lee that you have findGi- 
fied Scu's, Souls rightly prepared, brought into ſuch a frame as may 
be t* to appear in fo glorious a Preſence, and converie with fo pure 
an! holy a Majeſty ; that- when they 1eturn to God they may be 


welcome to him, and being come into his Preſence, tor ever dwell and 


abide there, and not afterwards calt out and banitkt 2s the Qoject of 


- his Joathing. 


Thirdly, Hily Souls may very well be wiling , y:2 glad to po to Goa. 
As a Bride is to go to her endearea Husband 3 ano as a Ciiitd at 
School under ſevere Diſcipline is to go to his mok affcaionate and 
tendcr Parents, from whom inſtead of hard Blows, he fhall meet 
with ſoft Embraccs. Some Saints upon record in Scripture, we 
tind, were in ſuch a frame. Good old Simeon was in haſte and 


_ prayed for his Diſmiflion, Luke 2. 29, 30. Lord, nw {teſt thou thy 


ſervant depart in peace according to thy word, for mine eyes. bave- ſon toy 
ſalvation. Having ſeen Chritt , he wou'd fain fee the Father too. 
Havin;” 


'o > 
- - I 
= A 
" £8 
. oy 4 FEI 
% X : II . 
Am wee ted Ree Br econ tho ds. Yoon od St ELLIS onto toes. de Cc. 


A Funeral Sermon. 


- r 
— EE ata S__ + - a 
m_— "I 


Having got Chriſt in his Arms , he would have the World on his 
back. He reckon'd that he had liv'd long enough here, and would 
needs be gone. He had now got his ful! freight, and therefore ge. 
lircd to ſet up his Sail for the other World. Having beheld fo great 
a fight as the Lord of Glory, tho but in his Infancy and Swathing. 
bands, he was loath that his Eyes ſhould be embaſed with the be- 
holding of earthly Vanities any more. Part likewiſe had the ſame 
thing in his deſire z fo he told us in Phi. 1.23. I have a defire to de- 
part, ard to be with Chriſt. He would go from ail, that he may go to 
him; and leave all, that he might be with him ; and he underFood 
himſelf, and aRted rationally in this detire; for zt zs, faith he in the 
next words, far better. Heaven is inconccivably bettcr than Earth, 
when it is in the greateſt Peace, when it expreſſeth the greateſt 
ixindneſs. He very well knew what he taid , he was a competent 
Judge, having bcen an Eye- witneſs of the Felicity and Glory above, 
taken up into Paradice into the Third Heaven, And tho others have 
not been partakers of that Priviledge, not ſo rapt as Paxl was, yct 
they are of the ſame Judgment, and have the tame Detires work- 
ing in them ; therefore he ſpeaks of it as a Spirit and Diſpoſition 
common to all the Saints while they are in this Tabernacle. Their 
hearts ſiand Heavenward, as the Needle doth to the North- Pole, 
when it hath been once touch'd with the Loadfione; as you may 
ſce in 2 Cor. 5. 2. In this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloath- 
ed upon with our houſe which is from beaven. They had not only ſome 
ſmall Inclinations that way, and languid faint Delires, but earneſi 
Groans. And again, veile 8. We are confident, 1 ſay, and willing ra- 
ther to be abſent from the body, and preſent with the Lord, We-are wil- 
ling, not only ozt of neceſſity, becauſe this is a thing muſt be, but oxt 
of choice , we had rather leave the Body that we might go to God, 
But now we are to enquire, why it is thus. And you will tind there 
is ſufficient , yea abundant reaſon for it, if you do conftider thcle 
four following Particulars: 


Firſt, 1s going to God, they go to their Father. This was the com- 
fort and joy of our Saviour's heart 3 with this he comforted himſelf, 
and with this he comtorted his Diſciples, looking upon it as a Cor- 
dial ſtrong enough for them all, John 20. 17. Go to my brethren, and 
ſay rnto them, T aſcend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and 


your God. Mine by Nature, yours by Adoption. I am now going 
to 
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to onz that F am moſt nearly related to, and moſt fully intereſted in. 
And in John 17. we find him infifiing and dwelliiig upon this, as 
that which he took fingular delight in, and ſuckt a great deal of 
ſweetneſs from, verſe 1, Father, the hour is come. Verſe 5. O Fa- 
ther, glorify thou me with thine own. Verſe 11. I come to thee, H1- 
ly Father. Verſe 21. Thou Father art in me, aad I in thee. Verſe 24. 
Father, 1 will that they whom thou aſt given me, be with me where 
lam. Verſe 25. O righteous Father, the World hath not known thee, 
but I have known ties, &c. It is certain, that when wickcd Men, 


the Worſt and vilett of them, dyc, tiiey go to God, Did 1 ay, Go? + 


Rather, they are forc'd and diag'd againtft their will ; they can- 
not help it, It is to a God that many of them did not bdlieve, 
bat laboured with all their might to obliterate the Notion of his 
Being, becauſe troubleſome and tormenting to them, Pſalm 14. x. 
The fool bath ſaid in bis heart, there is no God, It is toa God, that 
none cf them cared to know, and be acquainted with; Job 21. 14. 
They ſry u4to God, Depart from us, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
wys. Neither of his ways, nor of himſelf. They go to God as 


their Righteous Judge, but not their reconciled and gracious Fa- 


ther. They are brought before his Tribunal 'as MalctaQors to receive 


their Doom, but they do not enter into his Kingdom as Children to - 


take Poſſeſſion. 

Vihcreas thoſe that are truly gracious, go to him as a Father z as 
a Father of Mercics, yea, and as their Father in Chriltz to him as a 
God, yea, and to thcir God in Covenant; to a God and Father . 
by whom they were begotten, of whom they were born, whole Spi- 


rit they have received, and whoſe Image they bear. Wicked Men . 


g0 to God to give an account of what they have done in the Body; 
and when once Sentence is paſt upon them , and they adjudged 
to their Place and eternil State, ilicy go to Devils, Matth. 24. 4r. 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting ſire, prepared for the devil and bis 
angels. You followed his Condud, you aid his Drudgery, now tak: 
your Wages with him. V; here hc is, there hall his Servants allo be. 
When the Saints go to God,they go to ſtay,and to take up their ever- 
laſting abode with him, Rev. 3. 12. Eim that overcometh, will I make 
a pillar in the temple of my God , and h» ſhall /; no more out. As they 
ſhall be exalted, ſo fixed; their Hapninets f([:all never be abated, 
their Glory never eclipſed. Once in Chriſt, and ever in Chriſt, 


there is no total and tinal falling from Grace z they that- are indeed 
planted . 
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' planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall never be pluckt up; and (y 


in. the preſent caſe, once -in Heaven, and in Heaven .to eternity : 
: Thefſ. 4. 16, 17. The dead in Cirift ſhall rife firſt 3 then we whic) 
are alive and remain, ſhall be caug't up together with them. in the c:oud;, 
to meet the Lord in 1he air, ſo ſhal we ever be with the Lord. After that 
mecting. there {ha!] not be a parting any More, 

Secondly, When holy Souls go to God, they ſhall be heartily welcome, 
and find as Irving and gracious a Reception as they can deſire. V/hen 1 
Sinner dh here in this life by a fincere Repentance brezk off from his 
Sins. and returns to God, there 15 rejoycing above, Lxke 15. 4, and 
10. Thre is j'y in the preſence of t9e angels of Go4 over one ſuuner that 


repenteth, Wher.c upon Bernard laid, The Tears of a Sinner are th:* 


Wine of Angels, At ſuch a time indeed, and upon {ſuch an account, 
Hell is in an uproar, and the Devils fret and rage ; they cannot en- 
dure to think that they ſhould loſe-any of their Prey, and that one 
of their Vaſſals thould be brought into the liberty- of the Sons of 
God : But'iu Heaven there are Triumphs, and jtinging of Alelujah:, 
This our Lord fets out in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, upon 


whole return to his Father and his Duty, there were [Liſſcs and Em- 
braces, Fealting and nfaking Merry : The good old an forgot his. 


Age, and found his Legs, ran to meet him 3; and the Family tollow- 
ing ſo good an example, was in a tranſport. 
| Juft to there is in Heaven, upon a gracious Soul's arrival there af- 
ter its diflolution : The great God doth welcome it ; even the whole 
Trinity ; the Father who elected it, the Son who redecmed it, the 
Holy Ghoſi who fanctified it. Its old Relations and godly Friends 
do welcome it, for they will not then be Strangers to one another, 
but both know and be known. It ſhall be welcom'd by an innu- 
merable company of Angels, who are now miniliring Spirits unto 
tne Heirs of Salvation, and by the general Aſſembly and Church 
the Fjrli-born, by all the Spirics of juſt Mcn made perfet in Heaven, 
Whatever weeping and mourning, bitter ſighs and lamentations 
there are here, for being deprived of a faithful Friend ; a comtfor- 
table Yokeſcllow z a pleaſant and hopcful Child ; a learned, orthodox 
and painfu}] Minilter ; an uſeful, warm and exemplary Church-mem- 
ber, that did adorn Religion, and credit his holy Profcilion, thcae 
are Triumphs above for the addition of another Star that will for 
evcr gloriouſly ſhine in that celeſtial Orb. Then indeed is that ful- 
filled which is written in Pſal. 45. 14, 15+ Thoſe thrice-happy Souls 
| are 
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F are brought unto the King in rayment of needle-work,, a curiouſly em- 
broidered garment, a ſpotleſs beautifu} robe of rigfrcouſncts wrought 
+ for them by the hand of Chyitt himleit; with gladneſs and rejoicing are 
by they brought, they do cnter-into the King's Palace, So ſhall they be - 
at received with the higheſt demorſirations of affettion., Chritt kath 
moſt graciouſly and faithfully promiſed, that when Sinners do now 
pv, come unto him, he will in no wiſe caſt them out, Ard when Saints. 
2 do at death come to him, he will in no wiſe ſhut them out, but an 
5 abundant entrance ſhall be minifired to them into the glorious King- 
id dom ©f their God and Saviour: Yer, and when the Lord 'Jef:s 
2 ſhall have delivered up his Mcdiatorial Kingd« m to the Father, they 
be WE ſhall {till keep che Manſions prepared for them in their Father's 
f, houſe, and God himſelf ſhall be all in a'l to them. 
N- Thirdly, Theſe holy Sovls ſhall not only mcet with an hearty wel- 
Ne come from Ged, and all the blcfied Inhabitants of that Regicn of 
of Light and Love ; but alſo they ſhall find a miſt ſplendid and glori.us 
11, entertainment, \uch as will evidently ſhew forth the Love, and Great- 
In neſs, and Glory of God himlelt ; and not only ifluc -in their full 
Nin" ſatisfaction, but likewiſe excite and Kkecp up in them etcrns] Admi- 
1s . rings. - There are many Manſions, and a plate provided for every 
v- one of them, in which they ſhall have rocm. enough, and whatſo- 


ever- will be pleaſant to them for Delights, A Throne, a Robe of 
Glory, a Crown of Rightecuine(s., hidden Manna, the Tree of 
Life, which. is in the midii of the Paradiſe of God; and to render 
their happinels complete, thoſe bedics of theirs, which are now 
bodies of vilcneſs, when they ccme to be raiſcd out ot their Bed of 
duli by the Divine Power, and rcunited to their Souls, ſhall be made 
like unto Chriſt's own met glorious brdy, Philip. 3. 24. What ſhall I 
ſay ? Bad I] che Tongues cf. men and Angels, | could nut fpeak 
more than is, the largeſt deſcriptions will fall unſpeakably ſhort ; 
when you come there, you will fay not one hajf was told you. I 


10s may ſay this in general, in Heaven you will meet with that, which 
JI- will far mor: than defray all the Charges you were put to here ;, that 
OX which will abundantly compenſate and make amends for all the 
M- hardſhips you endured here. Thoſe that have been the-greateſt Suf- 
10 OY firers in this world, whenthey come into the next, will thankfully 


and chearfully acknowledge they are ro Luſcrs., They ſhall receive 
that which ſh3ll richly 1eward all their pains; fo that inſtead of com-* 


Paining their labour is loſt, they thall wonder ſuch ſorry ſervices 
ſhoutd 
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ſhould be ſo.recompenced, and cry, Grace, Grare to it. They thall 


have the. accomplithment of all cheir hopes, their former asKings . 


and thoughts being ourdone. That which is laid up tor them, and 
ſhall be given-cut to them, will tranſcend their highett expectations, 
be a fall and complete anſwer to all their Prayers, fatisfy, ſilence, 
and put an evcrlaſting perioe to all their detires 3 for their enjoy- 


ments will be ſo great, and their capacitics ſo fiil'd, that there will. 


be no room left for more. God will then make good all his Promj- 
ſcs, which are exceeding great and precious, fo that not one tittle of 
them ſhall fail; and by this means all tears ſhall be wiped frow their 
eyes, ſorrow and lighing thall flee away, never more to return, and 
they ſhall enjoy an endlefs Sabbath, an everlaſting Triumph, being 


- Ald with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. In ſhort, there is that 


which mortal eye hath not ſeen, nor car. heard, nor hath it entred 
into the heart of man3. and though the holy and bleſſed Angels, 
which kept their ſtanding, and continue to be Heaven's Courtiers, 
do both ſee and enjoy it, yet they are not able to expreſs it ; there 
is all that which our deareſt Lord Jeſus did purchaſe at the inchti- 
mable price of his own heart-blood. Now from all this which kath 
been ſpoken, there is abundant reaſon to conclude 

Lafily, That thoſe holy and truly happy Souls are better with Gd in 
Heaven, than they were while here, or could ever poſſibly have been. True 
Jove is free and liberal to its endeared objec, it Rudieth to be- fo, 
and takes ſingular pleaſure in it. Thoſe that are kind and affeQio- 


' nate Husbands, and live up to the Law of their Relation, do and 


will make it their buſineſs and endeavour to make the Lives of their 
Yokefellows not only eaſy to them, but as comfortable as they can, 


- But alas! how ſhort is their Arm, how many outward and inward 


Troubles are there which their skill and power cannot reach ? Put 
it muſt be granted, all that which they can do, is not comparable to 
that which God doth for his People, nor to be named in the {ame 
day with it. All that own a God, mult acknowledge he is infinitely 
beyond the greateſt of men in power, infinitely above the higheit 
and beſt of Creatures in love. What is a broken Ciſtern that will 
hold no water, to the Well of Salvation, the Fountain of livivg 
waters? What is a pitiful little Drop, but one remove from nothing, 
to the boundleſs, bottomleſs Occan of Being and Goodneſs ? Sup- 
poſe there were ten thouſand thouſand worlds, and put them all to- 
gether, what would they all be to one God? And then though the 
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all enjoyment which the Saints have of God now, doth far exceed all 
We the linful and ſenſual enjoyments of carnal and profane World- 
nd lings, which was the reaſo3 why Moſes did eficem the reproach of 
wy Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt, and rather choſe 
=, to ſuffer affliction with the People of God, than to enjoy the pleaſwres 
y- if fin for a ſeaſon 3 and made that Noble Italian Marquis Galeacess 
All. lay, Curſed be that man who counts all the world worth one hours enjoy- 
Ni ment of Jeſus Chriſt. Yet compare the belt, and fulleſt, and ſweeteti 
of of the Saints enjoyments here, with thoſe in the manſions above, 
cir and they fall exceeding (hort of them ; for, what is fitting under the 
nd ſhadow of Chriſt, to the beholding of his glory ? what is the joy 
"S of Faith, to that cf fight? what is a love-letter, or meſſage of 
_ peace, or kind token from God now and then, to a lying in his 
ed boſom, to a being and continuance in his joy ? what is ſceing of his 
ls, power and glory in the SanQuary, to the beatifical Vition ? what is 
Is, (ceingin a glaſs darkly, to a ſeeing face to face; ſeeing as we are 
_e ſeen, and knowing as we are known ? what are the ftirlt-fruits of 
Rt- the Spirit, to the whole harveſt? what ſome Prelibamina, foretaſtes, 


th toa litting down with Abrabam, Tſaac, and Jacob, in that Kingdon: 
. of God at the feaſt of glory, and there taking the fill of Jove to 


" all eternity ? while the Saints are preſent in the body, they are ab. 
"m ſent from the Lord. and a tate of abſence neither doth nor can aft- 
lo, ford ſatisfaction ; the holy Sou] during that, will with the enamou- 
or” red Spouſe be longing and crying, Make hafte my Belcved, and be thou 
nd like a Roe or young Hart upon the mountains of ſpices. Ir is only in the 
mM glorious preſence of God that ſuch an one will tind a fwlneſ7 of joy, 
= and at his right band thoſe pleaſures which are for evermore. Let us now 
rd come to the improvement of this Point in a way ot Application, 
M and the firit Le ſhall be for Information, in- three things : If it be 
w jult macter of rejoicing to holy Souls, that at death they go to God ; 
ly then from hence, | 

" Firſt, We may learn the folly and miſery of thoſe who do now depart 
All from God 3 whoſe lives are nothing elſe but a continual departure 
"g from him. Yea, in the very Acts of Worſhip, when they draw nigh 


to him with their lips, their hearts are cltranged and far from him, 
runving after their covetouſneſs. The folly that is in this courſe of 
life is very apparent, and the miſery that certainly attends it, will be 


one day no lefs ſenfiblez but there are too too many atnong us guilty 
| C 2 hereof ; 
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hereof; ſome through the principle and power ' of. T/abelief ; their 
not giving credit to the reports of the Word, neither ro its dread. 
ful Threatnings, nor to its (weet and giacious Promiſes. Do. you,[ 
beſeech you, look carefuily to it, that there be not inany of you zn 
er'i! ' bears of wahelt:f, in .departing from the living God. Others, ye 
and the ſame perſons too, make-ri:is dxparture fiom God owt of 1:2 
to the world; for if any man love the world, the Jove of | the Father is not 
in him, And it is no wonder to {ee men going from that place and 
company where and with whom they do not love to be; haveg. care 
of the wor'd therefore, Jet it not bewitch you. While ye live in it, 
be ye not devoted to it, but weavied from it. If you do {ct your 
hearts upon the world, you will turn your back upon God. Dm, 
faith the Apolile, hath forſaken me 3 and in toriaking him, he forfvok 
Chriſt : what was the reafon of it, but his cmbracin, #his preſent world, 
2 Tim. 4.10. How powerful and prevalent arc theſe two things, ur- 
beli:f, and love of the world, with the generality of men! what a vali 
multitude of perſons do they carry away from God ! What is there 
that in a moral way he could have done more, than that which he 
hath done ? He hath fr-quently and Joudly called them by meſſenger 
after meſſenger z he hath moſt graciouſly invited them , moti lo- 
virgly and ſweetly allur'd them, and uſed variety of means and ar- 
guments to conquer their averſneſs, to convince their judgments, to 
gain thcir hearts, and bring them to him; yet, after all, he hath 
cauſe to complain, Te will not come to me that ye may have life. Nay, in 
ticad of coming to him, they are running further and further from 
him, as if they thought they could never be at too great a diſtance ; 
whereas they have ro cauſe to run from God, for in ſo doing they 
ran from life, and reii, and happineſs, and into the mouth of ruin 
and deſitucion, and are too far removed from him already. They are 
already without God in the world, Epheſ. 2.12. They were bom 
with their backs upon God , were Tranſgr:flors from the womb, 
going aſtray, ſpeaking and ſeeking Lyes, and ſo they continue t9 
do, for .cvery wilful Sin is a ſtep from God, Now I would dclire 
ſuch to contider, and that ſeriouſly, whether this their way be not 
their folly. The Scripture doth expreſly tell 'us, They that are ft 
from him ſhall periſh , Pſal. 53.27. and that he hath deſtroyed all thm 
that go a whoring from bim. And 2s he hath done, fo he will go on 
to do; forhe is in one mind, and in this caſe Repentance ſhall be 
hid from his eyes. And to this add one Conſideration more, =_ 
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muſt app*ar before him at the laſt wherher you will or no; though 
you ſhould call to the rocfs to cover you, and the mountains to fall 
upon you, and hide you trom the wrath of the Lamb, and from the 
face of him that fitteth upon the Thronz, yet you muſt appear. Now 
you will not be invited to him as a Saviour ; then you ſhall be drag- 
gcd before him as a Judge. Suppoſe you thould then beg and plead, 
Lord, Lovd; open to uz 3 what anſwer can you look for at his hands but 
this, Depart from me, for I know you not. And how do you think he 
ſhould know you, fince as long as you liv'd, you would never ac- 
quaint your felves with him. Oh poor -inners ! be wile while you 
may, and know afluredly, 1: is belt going to him now for a pardoa, 
and grace, and acceptance, »ctore you go to hit to rective yuur ti- 
nal Seatence, If you will nat now go to him 3s huindle Penitcnts, 
with Confetſions and Supolications, tnit your Sins may be blotted 
oat, you ſhall come ro kim as Criminals in order to cxecution 3 and 
jf you delire to know atorchand what your piunithment will be, you 
may read it in 2 Theſſ. ': Everlaſting deftruGin frem the preſence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of bis power. 

Secondly, We may from hence Jecarlsy, what our life in the world 
ſhould be: It is a matter of very high and near concernment for 
men and women to underſtand thcmſelves well in this particular, to 
know what they ſhould be and do, and how they ſhould live, thac 
they may be approved; and truly our life ſhould be a coming to 
God, and a walking with him. In the itt Convertion there 1s a 
facing about, a turning of the mind and heart to God, Chritt ſunt 
Paul to the Gentiles, to turn them from darkneſs to lizht, and from the 
power of Satan to God, And after the fir{t turn is made, there ſhould 
be 2 further returning z all the ations of the life ſhould be ſo many 
licps back to God. This was the great dclign and end of or Lord 
Jeſus in kis dying, not only thar he might bring pardon and peace 
to men, but alſo that he might bxing men to God, bring theta in- 
tofavour with God, yea, and into obedience and conformity to him, 
and into a communion and converſation with him, 1 Pet. 3. 18; He 
ſuffered, the jaſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. Now liuce 
that was the gracious. defign of Chritt, the bleſſed and noble end 
he had in his eye, and was willing to be at ſo much coſt for the ac- 
compliſhment of, ſhall not we comply with him therein ? ſhall it 
not be in our heart, as well as in his? And lince we have fo great 
an excellent Perſon to take us by the hand and introduce us, and 


bring. 
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1:2 and till we come to be with him in Heaven. ' And yet again, let 
q.. 4 us not think it enough to-to be making frequent approaches to hin 
k in Holy Dutics, and in Goſpel Ordinances, which are as a Facob's 
Tot Ladder, upon which the holy Scul aſcends and makes its ſpiritual 
1#:£8 advances, but keep up a daily Walk with God, as Enoch and N6ab 


þ 4 | munion with him, that you-may be able to ſay with Paul, Our Con- 
| 


tt} you will find and judge it ſo, when you do once come by experience 
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bring us in and preſent us to the Father, let'us go, let us not draw 

| back, let us not ſtand queſtioning.and difputing, and ſaying, Shall 

! | T, ſhall 1 ? this is a meer loſs of time, kt us go preſently , the 
ſooner the better. You have heard that you muſt go at lak,, 

yes, you muſt, there is no poſſibility of avoiding it, and thcre- 

| | fore let us all be perſuaded , and heartily willing to go now. 
j To day if you will hear bis voice , barden not your hearts, Go now tg 
God in your Mind and Thoughts, in-your Hearts and Aﬀections, 

before you go in your Perſons. Get as much of Heaven as you can 

before-hand. The Pſalmift ſaid , Plalm 73. ult. Ir was good for Pim 

to draw nigit to Cod, And without peradventure, it is full out as 

F g004 now as it was then, as good for us as it was for him. Tt is 
FR | bath a pleaſant good, and a profitable one. Let us therctore do it, 
þ yy yea, and be drawing nearer and nearer to him every day, never 
| thinking our {cIvcs near cnough fo long as we are in a far Country, 


did in their Generations ; maintain an intimate and conſtant Com- 


verſation is in H:aven. And with Fobn, Truly our fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with bis Son tbe Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Oh how Noble is it 
to converſe with God ! it meliorates and raifeth, and fpiritualizeth 
the Soul ; it never is with him, but it comes away better from him ; . 
and how ſweet is it, God. being pleaſant for delights ; for certain 
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to know what it is, you will then ſay as Peter did upon the Mount 
_ of Transfiguration, It s good, Lord, to be here. 

Thirdly, We may from hence learn that , It zs. very much owr In- 
zereft, and tht1efore our wiſdom to bid God heartily welcome , whenſoever 
MAY he is geaciouſly pleaſed ſo far to condeſcend as to come to us. You have 
#3 heard, and I hope you believe, that it is appointed for all Men 

Ji | Once to dye, and when we do dye, let it be in what way it will, 
and by what ſtroke it will.and Ict us be in what State and Frame we 
will, we muſt all of us go to God, all appear before the Judgment- 
Seat of Chriſt, And let us think with our ſclves what Entertainment 


we would have then; how we would have Chrilt carry toward - 
bz "7 Wo 
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Do not we deſire that he ſhould receive us pracionſly, and bid us wel- 
come as ſome of his old Friends and Acquaintance? Would we 
not be glad to hear hin owning us betore his Father and the Holy 
Angels, and ſaying to us, Come ye bliſſed of my Father , inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you ? I do not in the leatt queſtion but. you 
would. Then I counſel you, that in order thercunto, you would 
now carry kindly toward God ,, and receive him as it becomes an 
intinite Great, Holy, and Glorious Majeſty to be received. Know 
this, ſuch is his Goodneſs that he often comes to you. Frequently 
inGir word, therein he diſcovers and reveals his Mind and Will cor- 
cerning you, opens to you the Mylicries of his Kingdom that were 
kept hid from Ages and Generations, from the Wife and Prudent 
of the World. Bid him welcome, and his Word welcome, ſay with 
Hez;bizh, Good is the word of the Lord ; yea, thoſe Precepts of it that 
are moſt contrary to corrupt Nature, and thoſe threatnings of it that 
are mott tremendous and fiaitling. Receive it into your Hearts as 
well as into your Heads, and let-it dwell richly in you Do nar 
impriſon any word of God, as 4ſz did one of the Meſſengers that 
brought itz do.not rebel againſt the Lighr ; do not hold any truth. 
in unrighteouſneſs. Sometimes he comes to you by his Sririt, in 
ſuch and ſuch an holy Motion, awakening you out of your Sleep an4 
Sloth, reducing you from ſuch a wandering , calling you to ſuch a 
Word. and Duty. Now, do not you refit him, but ſubmit and com- 
ply; do not you guench him , but bring fewel rather ; do not grieve 
him, but labour to. be his Delight and Joy. Carcfully lifien to his 
Voice,and make ſpced to follow his Ducture,as Pant did immediately, 
not conſulting with Fleſh and Blood when God had once revcaled 
his Son in him. The Spouſe was guilty of vilc lngratitude, and {imu'd 
gricvouſly in lying lazily, and asking her felt a company of {imple 
queſtions, I have put off my coat, how ſpall T put it on? I have waſhed 
my feet, how ſhall T defile them * Which tpake her loath to ſtir, when 
her beloved who had done a great deal more, and deſerved much 
better at her hands, ftood all the while without knocking at the 
Door, calling and begging for Admitfion, Cant. 5. 2- Open to me my 
ſiſter, -my love, my dove, my undefiled. One would have thought ſuc 
language of Love ſhould have melted, ſhould have raifed her. Do 
not you contra upon your ſelves guilt of the ſame kind; therefore 
my advice to you ſhall be the ſame with what you find in Plalm 24. 
7. Lift up veur heads, © ye gates, and be ye lift ap ye everlaſting doors. 
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and the king of glory ſhall come in. Follow this advice, will you ? Oh 
that you would, remembring that you your ſelves muſt one Gay go 
to God, and let that influence you to ſuch a demeanour of ycur ſelves 
toward him now, as that you may not at Jaſi tind the Door ſhut 
againſt you, and be forced to ſiand without calling and crying in the 
bitterneſs of your Souls, Lord, Lord, open to ws, tut may have an e- 
trance mivijtred to you abundantly into the glorious kingdom of yeur God 
and Saviour, Know for certain, the very ſame meaſure you' tmete our. 
ſhall be mceted into you again z with the pure he will ſhew himſelf 
pure, and with the troward he will thew himſelf froward. If ou 
will be dcaf. to his call now, he will not hear yours at lafi, Prov. 1, 
24 &c. Beeauſe T have called, and ye refuſcd;, T bave ſtretched out my 
band, and no man regarded. IF hen your fear cometh as deſolation , and: 
your deitrufiion cometh 45s a whirlwind ; ' when diſtreſs and anguiſh c:meth 
pon you, then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; they ſh.!l ſuck 
me early, but they ſhall not find me. | | 


The fecond Uſe that I ſhall make of this Point, ſhall be for Exa- 
mination : Let you and me fall co work, and put our tclves upon -the 
Scrutiny, for 1 can aſſure you, it will be no lott labour to ſearch and 
try our ſelves, whether we are ſuch, and. cur State ſuch , as may at 
a dying hour be willing to go to God, and may at the preſent re- 
joyce in the thoughts of it 3 and ſo, tho we muit expect to fall by 
the ſtroke of -Dcath, yet we are dcliver'd from the fear of Death. 
And in order to the re{olving of this great caſe, let us proponnd to 
our ſelves theſe three Queſtions, and deal faithfully with our own 
Souls,: for it is. dangerous, yea ruinous to be deceived in a mattcr of 
ſo great importancc. | | 


Firſt, Hath there been reconciliation made between God and you. 1s it 
Peace, O my Soul, is it peace? There was a b each,” that breach 
(prang up to an Enmity ,, that Enmity produc'd a War ; you have 
been fighters againſt God, there have becn Acts of Hoſtility, how 
is it now? Is that Breach made up, is that Enmity taken away, and 
the War at an end? There hath been Peace uffered to you, ard 
moſt condeſcending gracious Terms propounded, heve you: acccpted 
and cloſed with them ? It cannot but be a molt dieadful thirg for a 
poor Creature to tind it {clf at Jali no other than a veſſel of wiath 


fitted for deſiruction, one in whom God can, have no plcaſure. It 
| | 1s 
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is a dreadful thing for one that lived a pitiful life, and had littte elſe 
but trouble in this world, to find it unſpeakably worſe in the nexr, 
trouble here, and tormant there. A dreadful thing for one that 
was cloxthed with Silk and Velvet, far'd deliciouſly every day, ſwam 
in pleaſures, and had the world at will, to. lie down in ſorrow upon 


a Bcd of Flames, where throughout Eternity he cannot ' procure a. 


moment's caſe, nor a drop of water to cool his tongue. ' How fad 
will it be, when a poor Soul is deprived of thoſe comforts and de- 
I; -hts which it eagerly hunted after, and plac'd its happineſs in, and 
is furned out of houſe and home; its old tabernacle of che body be- 
ing ſo weak and crazy, that there is. no poſſibility of continuing 
there any longer, and goeth naked to God, who alone is able to 
afford ic ſuccor and relicf, ard then it hndeth that he is an enemy 
to it, and will not give it one good word or look, nor receive it into 
everlaſting habitations. Well, do you now think ſeriouſly of it, 
God is in Chriſt reconciling the-world to kimſclf, and he hath com- 


"mitted to us the Word of reconciliation, and we as the Embaſſadors 


of Chrift,and Meſſengers of Peace, have ſounded this Word in your 
ears 3 and as tho God did. beſeech you by xs, we have often and often 
prayed you in Chriſt's ftead that ye would be reconciled to God. Now en- 
quire how hath this Word wrought upon you ? Hath jt come to you 


 notin Word only, but alſo in Power ? What effe& hath ithad ? Is 


the enmity that was in your hearts and natures to God ſlain ? Have 
you thrown down your Weapons of Rebellion ? Are you reconci- 
Jed unto God ? Have you laid hold by an hand of Faith upon 
Chriſt, who is his ſtcength,. in order to the making of peace with 
him ? He hath promiſed that in that way you ſhall make pzace with 


him, otherwiſe never-exped it, for it will be but in vain ; to pers 


ſons out of Chriſt, be is a conſeming fire, and everlaſting burnings. Have 


you ſubmitted to God, and itoop'd and bow'd to his Government ? 


Do you like and love his Law ? Are you detirous that he ſhould reign 
over you, and ere& his Throne in you? Set this down with your 
ſelves as a moſt certain truth, that unleſs you receive him for your 
Lord and King, you will never find him your Friend. 

Secondly, Can. you ſay as Chiilt did in this Chapter, that you have 
glorified God whon carth ? All the glory that great Perſonages, Lords 
and Ladies, Kings and Queens have now, will not tiead them, nor 
comfort them at the laſt, but their having brought glory to God m 
thcir generation, and.ſcyegal places. ——_ did this, and he _ 
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the thought of it ſweet to him, he refleed upon it with joy ; and 
this all of us ſhould do too in cur meaſure, and to the utmoit of our 
powcr: for this'was the end of our Creation, for this. we ware 
ſent into the world, without this we live to no purpoſe ; and with- 
out this we cannot rationally expect to be accepted of him, or glo- 
ried by bim. But here fome poor humble Chriſtian may objc& 
againſt its foIf, and ſay, When you ſpeak of my glorifying God, .it 
ſtrikes all my hopes dead, for 1 have not done it, nay, 1 have not 
been in a capacity of doing it. What glory can the infinitely great 
and ever- bleſſed God (who is exalted above all bleſſing and prac) 
poſſibly receive from ſuch a ſorry contemptible Worm, ſuch an 
carthen Veſlz], ſuch a broken Pottherd as I am? I do with grict 
and fclf-abhorrence own -and acknowledge that I have highly 
diſhonour'd him, being a diſcredit to his holy and reverend Name 
while I was callcd by it, 2nd a diſparagement to Religion while 1 
made a profeſſion of it. But let me ask thee, Was not the glory of 
God dear to thee, and his Name precious? Was he not highcti in 
thy eſtcem, valued above all the world, ſet up in the Throne, -al! 


_ other things being made his Footttool ? Canſt thou not with all thy 


heart ſay after the Prophet in Pſal. 73. Whom have T in heaven but thee, | 


- and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſide thee ? Haft thou madc 


him thy choice , and deſired to live in an obedience to him, and ex- 
preiſiveneſs of him ? Haſt thou commended him to others, thy Re- 
lations, Friends and Neighbours, and endeavoured in thy place to 


. enlarge his Kingdom, and ſubmit themſelves to his Government ? 


Haſi thou offered thy (clt and thy praiſe to him? He himfelt tells thee, 
Plal. 50. 23. That is a glorifying bim, Haſt thou had thy fruit unto 
holineſs, and was thy heart ſet for the bringing forth much fruit ? 
Oar Saviour tells you, Fohn 15. 8. Herein bis Father is glorified. It 
thon dofſt tind theſe things in thy ſelf, tho thou doſt alſo find too * 
much of that which ſhould not be, and is matter of gricf to thee, 
thou may'ſi meditate terror without being terrified, thou may't} be 
very willing, yea glad to die, whenſoever God calls thee to it, being 
tully perſuaded that he will with an hand of grace pur a glory upon 
thee, when at the ſame time he will excort glory from others in a 
way of wrath and vengeance. | | | 
Thirdly, Can you ſay as our Saviour did, T have finiſhed the work 
which thou gaveft me to do ? He had work given him by the Father, 
god and great work, in which his Father, himſelf, and all his people 
| | were 
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were concerned, it being for his Fathers and his own Glory, and for 
his Peoples Salvation and everlaſting Happineſs. And he was iutenc 
upon it, induſtrious and diligent in it. I muſt, faith he, work the 
works of bim that ſent me while it is day. And at his giving up of 
the Ghoſt, he could ſay, Tt is finifhed. Now none of us were made 
and ſent hither to be idle, nor to ſport upon the Earth as Leviz- 
than doth in the Sa. . No, no, we all have Work to do, Work that 
our heavenly Father hath given us. There is the genera] Work cf 
Godlineſs and Religion, and the particular Work of our ſeveral Sta- 
tions and Relations.None need fit fill and ſtudy how to pals away the 
time, for they have enough to do if they will but mind it. Now if 
our Work be not done, how (hall we with any comfort or boldneſs 
look our great Lord and Maſter in the Face, Tt was a terrible Sen- 
tence that paſt upon the lazy. Servant that had buried his Talent in a 
Napkin, But here again, a poor humble Chriftian will preſently 
objeR againſt its ſelf; for ſuch an one needs none Acculer, he can and 
will-do that work faſt enough. And in this caſe he will take ſhame as 
his Portion, and declare he is very far from finiſhing the Work which 
God gave him todo. You have minded 5ther things of leſs concern, 
yea of no concern, and neglected that. You have lived in the Worl4 


to very little purpoſe, lcd unprofitable Lives, and ſuffered your Days, 


your precious Seaſons, your golden Hours to run out at waſte. You 


| have done but very little for God, and for your Souls, and in order 
| to your everlaſting Happineſs 3 and that which you have done, hath 


been ſo pitifully done, that you are aſham'd to look upon it; you 


have botcht and bungled at it. And I do readily grant, your bet 


Works do not deſerve acceptance with God ; he may juſtly reje&t 
and abhor them, and caſt them as Dang into your Faces, becauſe of 


the Iniquities which adhere or cleave to them, But let me ask you, 


and do you ask your own Souls when you are in your Retirements 
and greateſt Seriouſneſs , Haft thou loved the Work of God, and 
prefecred the hardeſt and molt unpleafing pieces of it before the moſt 
facil and pleaſant parts of the Devil's? Haſt thou' counted his Service 
perfe& freedom, but that of Sin the baſeſt of Drudgeries? Have 
you been pleaſed and delighted when you did at any time find your 
hearts raiſed in it, and enlarged, and more than ordinarily carried 
ont? Hath it been your Grief and Trouble when you found in your 
ſclves ſtraitneſs, deadneſs, and dulneſs? Have you been angry with 


your ſelves, becauſe you hiaye done no more and no better for God? 
E 2 _ Have 
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Have you often 2nd often with earnefineſs begg'd of God that he 
would give you more Grace and greater Strength in order to ycur 
doing him better Service,. and bringing tim more Glory ? Then 
you necd not -be afraid to appear before him, for he will ſpare you, 
as a Father ſpareth bis Son that ſerveth bimz and you ſhall be accepted 
in the beloved z and your gracious and prevailing Advocate will ap- 
pear on your bchalf, and plead your Czule, ſaying, as once he did 
on the behalf of the good Woman, whom the Diſciples in their diſ. 
content quarrcPd, They have done what they could. And he will cover 
all your Failings, and fill up all your Vacancies and Defects with Yis 
own moit full and perfe& Qbedicnce; for: to your comfort know, 
tho thy Dutics be weak, and deficient, and defiled, yet his Obedi- 
ence was compleat and peartet; nay-more, it was Satisfactory too, 
and of a mcritorious Nature too, and the merit of it is ſufficicnt for 
thee, and for 3ll his People. * And therefore if that which I have ſpo- 
ken be the frame of your Spirits, you may at a dying hour with tri- 
umph ſay, Now,. Father, came I to thee. - —_ 

We will now proceed to the third Ule of this DoQrine , which 
will be by way of Exhortation; and it ſhall be divided only into 
Two Branches. £ | | 

My firſt Exhortation is this, Do not mowrn immoderately over your de- 
ceaſed Friends and Relations. Thoſe of them I mean, who while they 
were here, lived unto the Lord, and when they had finiſhed their 
courſe, and came to the period of their Days, thoſe Bounds which 
they could not paſs, died in the Lord, and in the faith. As to the bu- | 
fineſs now in hand, it is no matter by what they died, whether a 
natural Death or a violent one, by the hand of an Enemy or an Ex- 
ecutioner 3 conſumed by the mercileſs Flames,or ſwallowed up by the 
mighty Waters; whether they died a ſhort and caſy Death, and ha- 
ving ſerv'd their Generation according to the Will of God fel) aſlecp, 
or a tedious and lingring one, caſt upon.Beds of Languiſhment, and 
having weariſom Days, Nights, and Months, numbred out unto them. 
Nor is it as to this any matter - in what. manner they died , whe-. 
ther under a dark and thick Cloud, having many Queltions, Doubts, 
and Fears; or under the Smiles of God , the Light of his Counte- 
nance, and the bright ſweet ſhining of his Face z whether they came to 
their Harbour: in a picaſant Calm,or in a bluſtering Storm. In a word; 


whether they had the perfect uſe of their Underltanding and Reaſon 


to the laſt, or were under a delirizm and diſtrattion. Theſe things 
profbry oF , POPnnIE: _— 
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- of the Holy Ghoſt in bis renewing Influences ? Was their Walk with 
God, and their Motions toward Heaven? Did they carry Grace 
along with rhem into the other World, and leave good ground of 
Hope in this concerning them? Then keep your Grief within its 
duc bounds, You may, yea you ought to be ſenſible of God's hend, 
and of your own l1:ſs, and of the Nations and Churches lofs. God 


wou[1 not have |;5 Children ſtupid, he allows not in them a Stoical - 


Apathy. Paul dceth not forbid all Mourning upon this account, bur 
would nu have yours like that of theirs who mourn without hope, 
You may be {catibl:, but not fink ; drop ſome Tears over ſuch an 


015 terſe, but not be drown'd in Sorrow. While by your Sor- - 


row and Tears you expreſs the dearneſs of your Aﬀection to- your 
deceaſed Friend. be ſure that by your patient Suomitſion and hum- 
ble Silence, you do equ:lly manifeſt your Faith and Hope. And-to 


that purpoſe 1 offer theſe Four following Particulars to your. Conft- 


deration. 


Firſt, Tour departed Relations and Friend.» are gone to him that loved 


them beſt, and that both can and will do moſt for them. To him that is all 
Love, and hath all Power. Tohim who hath Earth with all ics ful- 
nefs, Heaven with all its Glory at his own diſpoſe, and is himſelf 
alone better than both. They are gone indeed, and ſhall not return ; 
their Places here will know them no m=re. Oh ! ſaith one, my 
Hasband is gone, and he was my Guide and my Support. He lived 


with) me as a Man of Knowledge, and helped mie on in the way. 


everlaliing. And faith another, My Wife is gone, and ſhe. was a 
ſuitable Yoke-fellow, a delightful. Companion , the detlire of mine 


Eycs. And faith another, My Child is gone, and it was a pleaiant. 


' One, the Child of my Ropes , but. now that is gone, tnat Bui is 


nipt, a:id thoſe Hopes are blaſted. And ſay others, Our Stepterd. 


' is gone, who led us by the skilfulneſ(s of his Hands, brake t© vs the 


Bread of Life, and fed us with ſound Knowledge ari Undcricand-. 


ing. Theſe are gone, and gone for ever, and they wiil not return 


any morez and you ſay true, for they cannot, Job 14. 14. 1f a man. 


dye, (hall be live again? Yes, in another World, ( Fob did not quelii- 


on chat, but rejoyced in the Faith of it) but not again in this World.. 


| The moſt holy Perſons that lived beſt, and pleaſed God moti, cannot 


return to live again here z and indeed as they cannot, ſo they wo 
LOS NOT 


ae not ſo much to be inſiſted upon. Were they Holy and Gracious? 
Were they born twice before they died once? Were they partakers 
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- not; if they could, they would not. For remember this, as they 


are gone trom hence, and from you, ſo they are gone to God, and ty 


| Heaven, They are gone, but it is from thYir Labour to their Reft, to | 


an unditturbed and everlaſting Refi, after a weariſome and tediouz 
Life.. They are gone, bur ir is ſrem the Fork of their Lord, in 


which they were faithful and induſtrious, to the Joy of their Lord, 


which nothing ſhall imbitter, neither can any take it from them, 
God will not, Enemies ſhall not. "They are gone, but it is from 
life of Conflicts which they had with the Corruptions of their own 
Kearts, and the Tcmptations of Satan, to maintain an eventing 
Triumph with the Lord Jeſus, the Captain of their Salvation. - In 
ſhort, They are gone, bat it is out of the Wilderneſs which was 
over-run with piicking - Briazs and vexing Thorns, and full of 
Beaſts of prey, Lyons roaring, and Serpents hifling, the Devil and 


his Inliraments creating them: all the trouble they can; and .now - 


they are centred into the Coelcſtial Canaan, a Land flowing not with 
Milk and Honey, but unſpeakably better Enjoyments, infinitely purer 
and higher Delights. Do but you tread in their Steps , and follow 


: them in their Faith and Folinuefs, confidering the end of their Con- 


verſation, and then you ſhall meet them again, and_ that meeting 


ſhall be with Joy. | | | 
Secondly, Tho they be gone, yet their time of going was firſt come. The 


| Apoſtle Pay! ſpeaks of a time of departure, 2 Tim. 4. 6. I am now 


ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  T he time 


which God in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs had ordained and . 
. prehixed by an eternal and unalterable Decree. They liv'd till the 


laſt Sand in their Glaſs was run out , .till they had reached thoſe 
Bounds which they could not paſs. There is one thing which fome 
{urviving Relations. do moſt unreaſonably afli&-and torture them- 


ſelves with, notwithſtanding all the care they have taken, it is this; 
they think if this or that had been done, their deceaſed Relation - 


might have been till alivez but that is a fooliſh Fancy, and | am 
apt to think it a Suggeſtion of the Devil, who thereby. would pour 
Vinegar into that Wound: which Providence hath made ; for if-this 
and that, and an hundred, nay, a thouſand things more had been 


done, they all would not have kept them here, It is indeed unque-. 


itionably our Duty to be in the diligent uſe of all lawful means for 
the preſervation of Health , the cure and removal of Diſeaſes, and 


the. continuance of our-own and our Relations Lives, and a _ 
| | | WUIU 


. Or teventy years about. Some die young, it is 2 fien they rip-nec 


it is fo he gathers it. So doth the wile and ever-bi:!f25 God ; 
| for wicked men he is not fo curious about them, they only cumbe 
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wiltul negle& of any doth bring guilt with it, and may breed a 
painful ſting in the Conſcience 5 but all the means that can be uſed 
cannot pothbly hinder the accompliſhment of any of the divine pur- 
poſes ; Who bath refited his Will ? and who can reſift it? Will you 
con{ider this, and work it upon your hearts by repeated thoughts ? 
ſuch Friends and Relations of yours are gone, but not before they 
were ſent for. God bid A:ſes go up to Mount Nebo, and die there ; the 
lame God (in whoſe hand our times arc) did alfo bid them lie down 
upon ſuch a Bed, and dje there. Death was God's Meſſ»nger, he com- 
milfon'd it, and gave it ;is order, its work was to cut off the thread 
of their livcs; ar:d fetch them home $5 and that work mult} be doiie, 
how unacceptable and ail £tive ſoever it is to any, yca, and it mult 
be done at that very tine too, Tho in other things God cxerci- 
{cth admitable paticrce, waiting, that he might be gracious 3 and be- 


ing cxulted, that he might have mercy upon finnersz yet in this caſe he 


will not ſtay, nor is it at all fit that he ſhould, nor is it lawſul for 
any to delire it, What reaſon can be given why Intinite Wildom 
ſhould give way to humane wezknels and folly, or why God fhould 
in the moſt minute and frralleſt Circumſtance act counter to iis 
own molt Holy Will and Purpoſe tor the gratifying of our kumour 
<n4 imprudent detires ; let us leave God to chuſe and order, 3s being 


beſt able, and learn our ſelves to ſubmit and accept3 and tince Dezth 


muſt and. will do its vork at its time, let us be before-hdnd, and do 
our work in ourtime z ſince Death will not ſtay for us nor any body, 


ler us fo prepare and get ready, that we may not have cauſe to Ge- 
hire its ſtay, | | 


. Thirdly, Though they be gone, yet it was not before they were fit to £0, 
Some of thm liv'd but a little time, but they liv'd niuch in a 1::tie 
time; and how are they to be commended, and the grace oi God 
to be admixzed in them, who do happily diſpatch that work in twony- 
ty years Or leſs, which others, and thoſe holy Souls too, are tareeicore: 


apace. The Husbandman careth not when he pluck- up nis We 
becauſe they are cither for the Furnace or the Darghti; but nf tf 


ſhall be white to the Harveſt before he puts in his Sickle. Sv W:48 
man will let the Fruit of his Orchard hang till it be ripe, and wiun 
as 
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Jaſtice, it will be a' good: riddance,: let better be planted in their 
room ; but he doth otherwiſe with the'Trees of Righteouſneſs, the 
- ſouls of holy perſons are prepared for glery by that time their bodies 
erop into the Grave, The: marriage of the Lamb will not come, be. 
fore his Bride hath' made her (elf ready, Now is not this enough to 
Cirisfy you? give one good reaſon if you can, why any ſhould remain 
upon earth , after they are once truly fit-for- Heaven? why they 
ſhould have their days prolonged, when their work is finiſhed ? they 
ſhall not die before. it, why ſhould they live here after it ? why 
ſhould they not receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs , when they have Foupht 
the good. fight, and finiſhed their conrſe, and kept the faith ? To what 
purpoſe, 1 beſeech you, ſhould they live, when they have no more 
grace to get here, and no more good to do'? To ſuch an one as loves 
God dearly, and- is ſet for his-glory, -an uſeleſs, barren, and unprofi- 
table life would be an heavy burden, and a great deal worſe than 
death : Such an one in fuch a caſe would not know how to enjoy 
himſelf an hour, but would long and pine, and cry out for the 


ſure to doithejr utmoſt for the difturbifig them inctheir;aſcent. * But 
ath*appointed them 


vation, an].tiiey take plgaſure indo 
 obligations' we” lie ung 
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them, how they watch over us, and pitch their Tents about us, and 
are Aſfiltants to us. Many and many are the good offices which the 
good Angels do for the Laints while they live, and when they die, 
they area ſtrong Convoy to their Souls, that will keep off from them .: 
all Enemies and Dangers, and bring them with ſafety and honour 
into the King's Palace, the Preſence-Chimber of cheir God and Fa- 
ther. Upon all theſe accounts I counſel you not to lay the reins up- 
on the neck of your paſſions, nor to mourn over them who died in 
the Lord, as thoſe who have no hope, for they are bleſſed. When they. 
lived, they were the habitations of God throwgh the Spirit z when they 
died, they died in the Lord, and their bodies ſleep in F-ſus ; their Souls 
upon diffolution, are the charge of Angels, It was they that carried 
the Soul of poor, but precious Lazarms-into the boſom of Abrghaw, 
tho the rich Glutton ſuffer'd him to lie in his Rags and Sores, ſtarving 
at his door, negle&ed and defpis'd ; and both their fouls and bodi-s, 
at the Reſurrection of the Jult, ſhall have a conſummate happineſs 
in the fall, uninterrupted, and eternal enjoyment of God. There- 
fore, I fay again, mourn not for them, there is no caule, they are in 
a far better condition than you z; turn your Grief into another Chan- 
nel, and, as our Saviour di:ected, weep for your ſelves, and for your 
children, on the ſcore of what you have loft, and what you may fecl 
in this world of fin and uncertainty. | 

The ſecond Branch of this Ulſe of Exhorttation will be this, Re 
1'# willing to go to God alſo, whenſcever he ſhall pleaſe by death ro ſend for 
yz, You, I mean, who have been indeed made partakers of grace  - 
who love God, and have made him your choice, and have good 
hope, yea, aſſurance of your intereſt in him. Ie would be a ſhame 
tor any of you to be unwilling and loth to die, God may very well 
'take that unkindly at your hands, and you for it have reafon to be 
'diſpleas'd -and angry with your (elves. What is there upon earth 
that ſhould make you unwilling ? What is there in Death that ſhould 
"affright and ſcare you ? Have yuu great affliction and trouble here, 
- would if not 'be better for you to be out of it ; toexchange a tem- 
 pefiuous Sea for an Haven of Peace? Do you now ſwim in Delights, 
"and abound with Cre#ture:com'orts, ſhall you not tind berrer in 
*H-aven, than choſe you leave behind you? Would you ſtay yer lon- 
"gr, thit ſo-you might provide tor your Children, and fee thern fet- 
"led well 4nd comfortably-in the World ? Will you not cortmit them 
"tothe care of your heavenly Father, who is their God in Covenant 


"235 well as yours? Can you.truft God with your Sorts, 2nd will you 
hy F: 2 not 
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|  Jaſtice, it will be a good riddance, let better be planted. in their 
fl "þ 222 room; but he doth otherwite with the'Trees of Righteouſneſs, the 
| | . - ſouls of holy perſons are prepared for glery by that time their bodies . 
(' | | Crop into the Grave, The marriage of the Lamb will not come, be. 
Wl | fore his Bride hath made her {c!t ready, . Now is not this enough to 
q | | Carisfy you? give one good reaſon it you can, why any ſhould remain 
1 hep upon earth , after they are once truly fit for Heaven ? why they 
[; 0 | thould have their days prolonged, when their work is finiſhed ? thy 
v | {nall not die. before it, why thould they live here after it ? why 
| ſhould they not receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs, when they have Fouzht 
the good fight, and finiſhed their conſe, and kept the faith ? To what 
purpoſe, 1 beſeech you, ſhould they live, when they have no more 
| ; | grace to get here, and no more good to do? To ſuch an one as loves 
| We.-f-1n _ God dearly, and is ſet for his glory, an uſcleſs, barren, and unprofi- 
table life would be an heavy burden, and a great deal worle than 
death : Such an one in ſuch a caſe.would not know how to enjoy 
himſelt an hour, but would long and pine, and cry out” for the 
coming of death, as the Mother of Sijſerz did for her Son, I/+y is 
his Chariot ſo long in coming, why tarry the wheels of his Chariot ? 
Fourthly, As they are gone to God, ſo they had excellent company by the 
-way. | It is nor alittle diftance between this earth which the Saints 
now inhaby, and the higheſt Heaven unto which at death they go, 
the habitation of God, and ſeat of the bleſſed ; and tho the holy 
*Soul be excecding ſwift in its motion, when it is once freed from 
the heavy clog of dull fleſh, and got upon the wing, yet will it. be 
| ſome time before ſo long a Journey can be diſpatch'd, and: it arrive- 
at its delired home, At the beginning of Daniel's ſupplication the 
Commandment came forth, and the Angel Gabriel was cauſed to fice | 
ſwittly, yet he-came not to'hirn till 'the” time of the evening oble- | 
tion. And there is aniinnumerable number of wicked ſpirits in the: 
way, Legions of Devils in the Regions of the Air, which envy the. 
happineſs of thoſe who: arc to have an-everlaſting abode in thoſe pli- j 
ces out of which they themſelves wefe” cati, and therefore will de; 
ſure todo: their utmolt for the difiurbing them in;their aſcent. But 
fof.the preventing of it, the great and-holy God hath"appointed them, 
a firong/ Gzamd, in H:bc,1. 14. the holy Angels are ſaid to be mitt 
ſtring ſpirits; ſent forth\toyniniſter forthe who-ſhall be the heirs of ſal, 
vation, anJ thiey take pleaſure in doigg fo:- *Little do we know the, 
obligations we lie undgf-to chan hEoanck we are. bcholdew to 


them, 


Lhd 


. 
x 
\ 


oa_Y a PSY 


A Funeral Sermon. 


LD — 


them, how they watch over us, and fitch their Tents about us, and 
are Afſiliants to us. Many and many are the good offices which the 
good Angels'do for the Caints while they live, and when they die, 


they area ftrong Convoy to their Souls, that will keep off from then .. 


all Enemies and Dangers, and bring them with ſafety and honovr 
12to the King's Palace, the Prefſence-Ch:imber of their God and Fa- 
ther, Upon all theſe accounts I counſc] you not to lay the reins up- 
on the neck of your paſſions, nor to mourn over them who died ir 
the Lord, as thoſe who have no hope, for they are bleſſed. When they 
lived, they were the habitattons of God throwgh the Spirit ; when they 
dicd, they died in the Lord, and their bodies ſleep in F-ſus ; their Souls 
upon diffolution, arc the charge of Angels, It was they that carried 
the Soul of poor, but precious Lazarwu.into the bolom of Abraham, 
tho the rich Glutton ſuffer'd him to lie in his Rags and Sores,(tarving 
at his door, neglc&ecd and defpis'd ; and both their fouls and bodi-s, 


at the Reſurrection of the Jult, ſhall have a confummace happineſs 


in the tall, uninterrupted, and eternal enjoyment of God, There- 
fore, I ſay again, mourn not for them, there is no caule, they are ir 
a far better condition than you z turn your Griet into another Chan- 
nel, and, as our Saviour di: c&ted, weep for yoirr ſelves, 'and for your 


c:drez, on the ſcore of what you have loft, and what you may fecl 


in this world of fin and uncertainty. | | 
The ſecond Branch of this Ulfe of Exhortation will be this, Re 


''4 rilling to go to God alſo, whenſrever he ſhall pleaſe by death to ſend for 
v2, You, 1 mean, who have been indeed made partakers of grace z 
who love God, and have made him your chnice, and have good 
hope, yea, affurance of your interelt. in him. - Te would be a ſhame 
tor any of you to be unwilling and loth to die, God may very well 
take that unkindly at your hands, and you for it have reafon to be 
Ciſpleas'd and angry with your (elves. What is there upon earth 
'that ſhould make you unwilling ? Whit 1s there in Death that ſhould 
fright and {care you ? Have youu great affliction and trouble here, 
. would'it not be better for you to be out of it 5 to exchange a_tem- 
peliuous Sea for an Haven of. Peace ? Do you now ſwim in Delights. 
ard abound with Cremture-com'orts, {hall you not tind berier in 
Haven, than thoſe you leave behind you? Would you ſtay yer lon- 
cr, thit ſo you migat provide tor your Children, and. fee thern fet- 
led well 4nd comfoitably in the World ? Wi!] you not corhmit them 
to fie care of your heavenly Father, who 1s their God in Covenanc 
45 vel 35 vours? Can you traff Cod with your Sore, 2nd will you 
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not troft him with your Seed ? Do you think it is. an hard thing to 


- die, cannot God ſtrengthen you for it? Is there a bitterneſs in it, 


cannot God ſweeten it to you ? Cannot hz make it eaſy to you, as 


he hath made it to-many of his People ? Cannot he by the light of _ 


his Countenance, and the witneſs of his Spirit, and the ſhedding 


abroad of his love in your hearts, mitigate and abate the ſenſe of- 


pain ? Look to it that you do not leave him while you live, and they 
reſt confident of- this, that he will not forſake you when you come 


to die. Dwvid could lay, Pjal 23.4 Thohe did watk throwgh thevalley sf 


the ſp1dow of death. he would fear no evil';, for God's rod and ſtaff did Gon- 
fort bim. 1 :m pt to think the pains of Death are worli at a diltance, 
and nut {:-ldom more terrible to the SpeQators than to the Patient, 


And I do not in the leaſt queſtion, but the throws and agonies of ma- | 
vy poor Women in Child- bearing. and thoſe Pains allo which arc cau- 


f:d by the Cramp, the Gout, the Stone or Strangury, arc far greater 


and more (evere than the Pains of Death uſually are. But however,we . 


may be ſure of this, thoſe Pains, be they what they will, are but ſport, 
if comp.red with that bleſſed Eternity which ſhall ſucceed them ; and 
ſo 1;ght,as not worthy to be mention'd the ſame day with that far more 
excceding weight of glory which ſhall be graciouſly beſtowed upon 
them that overcome. So the holy Apoſile Pax! faith, Rom. 3. 15, 1 
reckon that the ſufferings of this preſent life, take them altogether from 
the firſi to the Jalt moment, are not worthy to be compared with the glor} 
which ſhall be revealed in us. Therefore by Prayer carncſily beg of 


God a willingneſs to go to him,and take pains with your own Souls, 


in order to the working of them up thereunto. Humbly and freely 


leave it to him, who is infinite in wiſdom to chule, the 1ttme when it 
ſhall bez to him who is love it felf, and whoſe compaſſions do not 


fail, to order out the manner how it ſhall bez only be you carcful to 
Prepare and get ready; labour to be fit to die, and meet for the inheri- 
tance of the Saints in light ; and when that grim Meſſenger comes, 


' bid him welcome, and let your hearts be glad,and your glory rejoice. 


Do your Souls now 3t any time wander from God, call them. in; and 
chide them home $ and when you come to die,ſing them home.and the 
good Lord enable you by being with you while you walk in the valley 
of the ſhadow of Death; comtortirg you with his Rod and Staff, giv 
ing you.to look_within the vcil,and to tee your Advocate and VV cdiz- 
tor Jctus at the right hand of God ready to receive you, that fo you 
may, as th: Protomiccyr Stepher did, commend your ſpirit into |5 
hand, and beſides what hath been alrcady ſaid, betore the time of your 
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dep>r'ure come.lay your ſelves in with theſe comfortable meditations. 

Frit God, whom you g0 to, is the biſt and d:areit Friend, In him there 
is infinite Fulncls and everlatting Love. As the Sun when up and ſhi- 
ping forth in his Glory, doth fo ovfcure and darken al the Stzze, 
that in his Preſerice they hide their Heads znd diſappear; fo doth the 
Glory ot God prev-il and triumph over all the Beauty and Glory of 
the Creature, | 
It is his Glory to be Self-ſuthcient and All-ſufhcient, He hath enough 
foreumiſelf, and for the holy 4rgels, who look no further and dcfire 


no more; therefore he cannot but have enough for you. Ard 25 there - 


is All-fulncfs in him, ſo All-tweetneſs too. Here indeed a gracious 
Soul may ſometimes diſcover that in God which ſtrikes a terror in 
it, The- Pſalmiſt 'remcmbred Go7, and was troubled, Plalm 77. 3. The 
Prophet cried out, 1 am undone, f'r mine eyer have fren the King , th: 
Lrd 'f Hoſts, Ta 6.5. Put in the other World , where the bglit 
| wiil be clear and fall, you ſhall fee nothing in him, ſave thac which 
will be your Comfort and Joy. Then every tight of him will be r2- 
vithing. and every thought of him precious. He will then be in your 
Account altogether lovely. You will then tee hethath ſuch a Glory as 
knoweth no blemiſh*, ſuch a Fulnefſs as knoweth no detect, fo that 
you cannot defire him better than he is, nor would you have hin 
other than he is; for, as a!l his Attributes are his own: Glory, { 
they will all contribute to, and iffue in your Satisfaction. 
Secondly, Hearen is the ſweet«ſt place that you can be in: We'have 
reaſon to conclude it mult of neceihity be fo, tince God hath choſen i: 
for his own Seat, the place of his own Refidence. This Worid is but 
a Wiidernefs fince Sin entred-into it, that is a'Paradzce far beyond th: 
Terreftial one, out of which cur firſt Parents were driven, Titis 
World is but a Dunghil, that is a Mountain cf Myrrhs, there be the 
Beds of Spices: There is nothing to polktte, nothing to offend, no 
danger of falling, no fear of loiing, nothing to diflurb the Spin, 
to break the Peace, or damp the Joy. Read and confider that excei- 
lent Deſcription which is given of the New Ferzſalem in that Rev. g 1. 
10. &ec, ſome p:iſſiges whereof are theſe, The foundations of the wall 
garuiſhed with all manner of precious ſtones, the twelve gates were twelvs 
pearls the City, yea, the very. (treet of it is pure gold; the Lord God Almigh- 
ty. and the Lamb, are the temple of it 3 the Glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Limb is the light theresf, And if there be ſacha Glory in that great 
City, which deſcends from God out of Heayeng what-do FI 
and. 


He hath all Pert.Ctions, and is pleatant for Delights, 
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x | | ' and how. great is the Glory of that great City which is in Heaven? 
| What w* x3 are big enuugh to expicls it ? What mind large enough 
3 Cconccive it ? Ps & Caltr non patiuntir byperbolem, God and 
3 Heaven arc.ircapable of an H:pcrvoic ; var mok raifed and inlarged 
Thoughts wiil be too narrow, fhort and low. I will add but one 
ting more, and (hut up this Ditcourſe, _ . | Bo 
Latily, When once you come to Heaven, you wii! never be weary of being 
"there, Here indeed we are quickly weary and tir'd out at the bc} of 
c ur comforts. A Man way lic in a Bed of Down till he is weary. and 
his Bones ake. He may fit at a noble and fumptuous Feaſt till he is 
weary, and would be glad'of a dimitjion, . We may pray, and preach, 
and- hear, till we are weary, tho we ſhould not be weary of Golpel- 
Ordinances and Religious Duties, yet we may be weary in them, 
Bur there iz no ſuch thing as this in -Heaven ; no, nothing like jt 
chroughout Eternity. The Saints there will neither be weary of God, 
nor of Heaven, nor of themſelves, nor of 'one another. Thcir Eye 
will not be weary of beholding God,. and contemplating his Glory, ' 
| nor thc Tonene weary of bling and praifing him-, nor Soul and | 
EF: BaJy weary of maintaining a cloſe and intimate converſe. with him, * 
| | A5 tacre will be a compleat Eny»yment, fo conſtant and. freſh De- 
| ltzht. A Fulneſs and All tulnefs of Joy, 'and that will infallibly af- 
turd Plcgſares for evermore, | | 


God hath made a great Breach athorg, you, who meet in t:i; plact, 
by taking away his Servant, who Iabour'd in the Word and. DoGrine, 
f: is above Fitty years fince our ftirit Acquaintance,we having been of 
the ſame College. and under the ſame Furor. He was a:Le:rnced Man, | 
and 3s 1 am perlvaded, truly Godly, one that denied him(clt, ind | 
{uffered rnuch for Con'cience-fake. I came hithet to do you good,not 
to commend him, for that is ncedleſs, you having known his Do- 
i!trine and manner of Life. His Courte is hnithed, and God hathcall'd 
{im home, fo that you fhall fee his Face ro mvute. .] beſecch you to 
live the Truths he brought youz and fince you are taken with the: 
goodneſs of this Aﬀ,and the pleaſantneſs of this Place for the health 

_ of yont Bodies ; fee that you neglect not you. Souls, but cheartully 
allow to the procuring and (ctling one 'among, you-, that may fe.d 
you with found Knowledge aud, Underfiangding yz by your Libe. ality 
therein manifeſt the value you have for. the Goſpel; and the good 

Lord fend one, in whole High, yon mY rejoyce. 2 
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